Indiana Oil & Gas Association

Board Meeting Minutes

November 6, 2007

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Howard Nevins at 10:01 a.m. CST.  Members in attendance included President Howard Nevins, Vice President Tom Nichols, Legal Advisor Steve Link, Treasurer Jason Smith, Directors Mike Cash, J. Roy Dee, Ron Graul, Jeff Hoy, Lester Moore, Mark Peach, David Busch, Bill Collins, Frank Lindsey, Neil McCrary, Mike McClure and Secretary Jenna Sibert.

MINUTES

Minutes of the October 5, 2007 meeting were reviewed.  It was brought to our attention that Frank Lindsey’s name was misspelled in the previous minutes; a motion to change the spelling from “Frank Lindsay” to “Frank Lindsey” was made by Bill Collins and seconded by Tom Nichols. The motion passed unanimously.  The motion to accept the amended minutes was then made by Mike Cash and seconded by Frank Lindsey.

INTRODUCTIONS

For the benefit of the incoming Secretary, introductions were made of all people present.

FINANCIALS

Financials as of the end of October were accepted as presented.  Jason Smith discussed the changes after the statement, adding that the checking account is now at approximately $540.  At Ron Graul’s request, Smith figured that INOGA generated approximately $1,200 from the recent annual meeting.  A motion to accept the minutes was made by Ron Graul and seconded by J. Roy Dee.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Education/Scholarship
Members discussed the recent scholarship recipient, Jamie Pozner, and ways to increase awareness of the scholarship program.  It was suggested by Mark Peach that school superintendents be contacted about the scholarship possibility.  Mark Peach also volunteered to join the education committee.

B. Picnic/Golf Outing
The 2008 INOGA Golf Outing will be held the 1st Friday in June (June 6th).  It was discussed that, due to the large amount of funds generated, it is no longer necessary for all proceeds to go to the scholarship fund.  A possible percentage or dollar cap was discussed, but no decision reached (tabled for next meeting).  A subcommittee comprising of Jason Smith, Mark Peach, and Tom Nichols was formed to further investigate and they will present their recommendations at the next meeting.

At the recommendation of Bill Collins, it was decided that the Golf Outing will now have an equipment show in addition to the picnic.  Booth rate was tentatively decided at $100.
C. Annual Dinner/Expo
The recent INOGA conference was discussed.  A total of 57 non-members attended the conference and it was discussed how to persuade these individuals to become members.  

A tentative date of October 3, 2008 was set for the upcoming annual meeting at Casino Aztar.  Bill Collins is the coordinator of events and Ron Graul is in charge of guest speakers.
D. Awards 
The recent Hall of Fame awards ceremony was discussed and complimented.  A motion was made by Mike Cash and seconded by David Busch that the award shall reside at the Countrymark facility until a better home is found.  The motion passed unanimously.  
E. Environmental Advisory Board
The Environmental Advisory Board discussed concerns that, although there is currently over $360,000 in funds, no money has been spent yet this year.  It was mentioned that there are 14 possible wells in Point Township in Posey County that may benefit from the Orphan Well Plugging project in the spring and that INOGA would consider donating funds to operators for taking over responsibility of abandoned wells.
F. Legal/Bylaws
Steve Link mentioned a proposed statute involving Black Beauty Coal that stated any hole drilled on public ground would first require a public hearing; the statue died.
Bill Collins received correspondence from Congressman Ellsworth; Mike McClure volunteered to respond.
G. Membership
Current membership continues to be around 200 members.  Membership dues were heavily discussed.  A motion was made by Ron Graul and seconded by Mark Peach that Steve Link, as the INOGA legal counsel, be asked to research the bylaws as they pertain to the annual dues and, if the board has the authority, set the dues for 2008 as $75 for a full membership and $25 for each non-voting associate member.  If a member so chooses, they may still pay the full $75 and obtain voting privileges.  The motion passed unanimously.  
H. Nominating

Bill Collins recommended that a board member be the head of membership.  Mike Cash was recommended and accepted.
I. Public Relations
Ron Graul suggested a news release for the Hall of Fame awards intended to run in each recipient’s local newspaper and the Oil and Gas Reporter.

An ethics discussion was initiated by Mike McClure.  Steve Link stated that the bylaws already have a “good character” clause, but a general referral to ethical and honest operations will be included in the upcoming mailers.
J. Technical Advisory
There was no discussion or report.
K. Website
It was determined that Jenna Sibert, the new Secretary, will take over responsibility for the INOGA website.
NEW BUSINESS

MINEABLE COAL SEAMS

Two new subcommittees were formed.  The Plugging Subcommittee will be comprised of Tom Nichols, Neil McCrary, Mike McClure, Lester Moore, Mark Peach, and Howard Nevins.  The Stronger Subcommittee will consist of Steve Link, Mike Cash, and Howard Nevins.  
Discussion for “water out of tank batteries” was tabled.

Discussion for “top plug” was tabled.

Discussion of the migratory bird issue found that there have been no known finds or citations for any operators in the area.  At least five operators have received letters concerning this issue.

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS
Possible staff expansion, including lobbyists, was discussed.  

A motion was made by Mike Cash and seconded by Bill Collins to donate $200 to C.J. Mayhew for the Desk and Derrick club.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Tentative dates for upcoming meetings are March 11th, May 6th, and August 5th.  The Annual Meeting is scheduled for October 3rd.
ADJOURNMENT
Lester Moore made the motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Mike Cash.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:08 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Jenna Bree Sibert
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